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ID = Irene Dooley

ID
My name is Irene Dooley and I come from Stockport, Heaton Mersey. Well when I was a young girl at 16 I went working at Mellon and Coward’s, that’s on the river bank, that’s called the bleacher’s and dyer’s works. I first started in the canteen and then I thought ‘no it looks more interesting outside into the bleach works’. So I got a job rolling machines, there used to be dye rooms, starch rooms, the white house, pasting. And then I got pregnant and I had my daughter and I had to leave. And then I went back and I had the time of my life there. Mellon and Coward’s Bleachworks was quite a big place, there was about 300 to 400 people worked there from different sides of the river bank. Gorsey Bank and Didsbury Road which they call this part China Town.


We was last to get the gas lamps I believe. So we ended up with gas lamps for years and years. 


It was each side of the river, that side, this side, we all got on well together. It doesn’t matter whether you was rich or poor, black, white, green or yellow, everybody got on, everybody, it was brilliant. 


Because I used to walk down the river from my mum’s on Branksome Road which is Craig Road. If it was winter, we used to get the bus up to Vale Road which is a cobbled road. And I got off the bus and the men who worked at Mellon’s used to say, if they were on their bikes, “Come on I [Irene] get on”, and we used to go down the cobbled road on the crossbar.


They all knew me, they were all good with me actually, to think I was of the youngest girls there anyway. All the bosses knew me in the offices. All the ((loud 01:38?)) lads, joiners, electricians. One boss used to call me Queenie, he had an hearing aid and he thought…they used to call me Reenie, because there was two Irenes in canteen and he used to say “Queenie, two toast please”.


In my younger days before that we used to do a lot of courting in what as I say was the bridge called concertina, we were not allowed in really but we went in. Good fun. As you walk from this end of the river you couldn’t get straight across like you can now, now they’ve altered it. Mellon and Coward’s used to come directly on the river bank, so we had to walk round Mellon and Coward’s to go round the back to get to the other part of the river. Then they used to have what they called a weir, well a lock. Everybody at Mellon and Coward’s used to say “they’ve opened the lock, somebody must have fell in the river or something”. And they did this, opened this lock so that people’s bodies wouldn’t go over the waterfall and go further down the river. And we all, we used to stand about, looking and wondering what was going on. We used to go and sit on the river banks, yes, having us lunches all round by the fishing ponds. And as I say, this friend of mine used to walk across from the sewer works, across the pipe, through the bull rushes, to come and talk to me. My younger days was absolutely brilliant, yeah smashing. Especially Arthur, yeah he was a nice lad.


So all that is still there. It’s just like Mellon and Coward’s has just gone, disappeared from the face of the earth but it was there for such a long time. I really enjoyed my life there. 


There’s still a few people on this estate that used to work there so we still see one another, you know. Because I’ve lived round here like 54 years and it’s been good. 

This estate all used to be fields all around us and then the new estate was built, so what happened was we had no green fields or anything for any of the children, there wasn’t a green field in sight. So we had no land. So with being chairperson of Didsbury Road, I went to Mersey Vale to try and get something for the children, somewhere where they can kick a ball, because we don’t allow it on the streets, so we went to a few meetings about that. We got a good field out of it and it was smashing. We’ve got picnic tables. 

Oh yeah they’ve made it very posh. I like what they’ve done, as I say, with the river now. It’s a big difference, but it is nice. It’s just a great place to be,  you know, I think Mersey Basin Campaign have done a lot. As I say, we’re still trying to get more for this estate because it is only a small estate. As a committee I wish there was some kind of way we could get these people to go and see down by the river because none of them know it’s there. We did take them to that fun day in a mini bus and they all enjoyed that. And they didn’t realise any of it was there, even Burnage Rugby Club. But I would like to get help to take some of the elderly residents down by the river to show them because a lot of them don’t actually come from Stockport, so that would be great, to get them down and show them what Stockport was actually like. Because it is a nice place to walk. 

My favourite spot is just south of the bridge that’s left, where I say we used to go and do us courting. And the other part is the waterfall where the weir used to be, where they used to open it up and by heck I felt 16 again. I did…it was…because I can’t go down with my daughters and say “oh I used to do this here and I used to do that there” no it was good. Big building there and I thought, gosh that used to be Mellon’s, we used to clock out there. Yeah I think that’s my best spot, where the old bridge was, called concertina. I remember the pipe, the pipe is still there where Arthur used to come across and where Mellon’s was. Mmmm yeah. 

I
You’ve gone all glazed eyed.

ID
Oh gosh the best years of my life, them. 


The River Mersey has been a big part of my life, I’m still near it. I have three daughters, they all go down there with their children and dogs, bike rides and I think they’ve made a nice, a good job of it. I like Stockport, I’ve been to Manchester and other places, I’ve been to Birmingham but Stockport, I love Stockport, it’s a good town. And like you say, no matter where you walk, go into Stockport, the Mersey’s there, go the other side of Stockport, the Mersey’s there, brilliant, absolutely brilliant. I love it, I really do.
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